LI, low-income countries; LMIC, low- and middle-income countries; HMI, high- and middle-income countries; HIC, high-income countries.

**Resource web link:** <https://openwho.org/courses/introduction-to-ncov> (Full classification scheme available at: <http://bsac.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Educational-resource-review-classification-scheme.pdf>)

**WHO region and country (World Bank):** European Region, [Switzerland](http://bsac-jac-amr.com/JAC-AMR-resources/) (HIC)

Peer review commentary
======================

This free online course developed by WHO can be a starting point to learn about COVID-19 and its global threat to human health. Its main advantage is its availability in 22 different languages. Divided into four separate modules, it briefly describes: (i) how to detect and assess an emerging respiratory virus outbreak; (ii) general strategies to communicate risk and engage communities to detect, prevent and respond to COVID-19; and (iii) basic strategies for preventing and controlling emerging respiratory pathogens, including coronavirus outbreaks.

It contains a series of downloadable lectures, audio files, PDF slides, transcripts and discussion chats. Scoring more than 80% in the six quizzes with general questions after the module videos will enable you to get a downloadable certificate.

The content could be improved by making it more interactive and adding some expert interviews with real clinical cases or practical examples. However, presumably this resource could be supplemented with new data from ongoing translational work and some modules could be updated.

Overall, this course is a structured brief introduction providing an overview of COVID-19. It is mostly aimed at an audience unfamiliar with the basics of infection control (whether at a local operational level, or a more strategic level) to give an understanding of the concepts and requirements involved.
